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Yours in Fireworks,
Richard B. Shields

 Seemingly there is always news about changes happening within China affecting 
fireworks manufacturers. After a late summer explosion in Liling Province the 
Chinese National Government has closed all factories in this province. They have 
renewed efforts to force upgrades to existing facilities that will virtually eliminate 
50% of the current producers. Even though the long term effect might be beneficial, 
the short term effect is likely to cause shortages of the primary item coming from 
this region which is the 1 ½” and 1 ¾” ball shaped artillery shells. Even though 
these items are generic in nature there is a sizeable quantity produced annually for 
the US market. It is not expected that renovations to the existing factories will be 
completed in time to resume production of these style shells. Therefore, we are 
expecting the 1 ¾” ball shells to be in limited supply for the 2015 season. We are 
being told that some US Importers are attempting to replace lost production with 
1” canister shells. 
The six piece black box artillery and similar items may be in short supply for this 
season. We are sure the short window to make these goods after Chinese New Year 
is over will also make it difficult for suppliers to keep up with the demand for these 
items. 
Our sources in China are telling us the production of the higher quality 60 gram 
shells should not be affected.  Our observation for this and coming seasons is that 
the lower priced generic goods will not be a high priority especially for the high end 
quality manufacturer.
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