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Are you receiving spousal, 
widow, or widower 
benefits from Social 

Security (as a result of a 
spouse or ex-spouse 

passing away or 
becoming disabled)?

Were you receiving (or 
eligible to receive) a 
government pension 
before 7/1/1983 and 

receiving one-half support 
from your spouse?

Was your last day of 
employment before 

7/1/2004?

Was your last day of 
employment before 

7/1/2004?

You will not be subject
to the Government 

Pension Offset.

You will not be subject
to the Government 

Pension Offset.

You will not be subject
to the Government 

Pension Offset.

Sorry, you are subject
to the Government 

Pension Offset.

Starting after 1/1/1988, 
did you pay Social 

Security taxes on your 
earnings for at least 60 
months of government 

service?

You will still be eligible for 
Medicare even if the GPO 

eliminates your Social 
Security benefits.

If your last day of 
employment occured 

between 6/30/2004 and 
3/2/2009, SSA may 

require fewer than 60 
months.

Did you pay Social 
Security taxes on your 
earnings for the last 60 
months of government 

service?

Did you file for and were 
you entitled to spousal, 

widow, or widower 
benefits from Social 

Security before 4/1/2004? 

Did you file for and were 
you entitled to spousal, 

widow, or widower 
benefits from Social 

Security before 4/1/2004? 

Are you receiving a 
government pension from 
a job for which you did not 
pay Social Security taxes?

Are you receiving a 
government pension from 

a job for which you paid 
Social Security taxes?

Are you a federal 
employee who switched 
from CSRS to FERS after 

12/31/1987?

Were you receiving (or 
eligible to receive) a 
government pension 

before December 1982 
and do you meet all the 
requirements for Social 

Security spousal benefits 
in effect in

January 1977?

YesNo

YesNo

YesNo

YesNo

YesNo

Yes

No

YesNo YesNo

YesNo
YesNo

NoYes

No

Yes

2021 · WILL I AVOID SOCIAL SECURITY’S GOVERNMENT PENSION OFFSET?

Your spousal, widow, or 
widower benefits will be 

reduced by ¾ of your 
government pension.

Start Here
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