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Subject: Recommend the Board commission the creation of a model journalist/media 
education kit for chapters send to authors and publishers in response to negative 
representation of massage therapy in media. 
 
Whereas: 

● Words and imagery used in the media that create the impression that massage 
therapy is equivalent to prostitution may increase volume of those seeking sexual 
services approaching Massage Therapists, thereby creating potential physical or 
emotional harm to the therapists, 

 

● Journalists, advertisers, and creators of media may be insensitive to the negative 
impact that the words and imagery they publish may have on massage therapists, 

 
● A journalist/media education kit would include how word and imagery choices may 

cause harm to massage therapists by equating massage therapists to prostitutes; a 
cover letter explaining how the media in question is harmful, customizable to reflect 
an overview of local massage law and regulation; suggestions for alternative 
approaches (such as suggestions to describe someone as being guilty of practicing 
massage without a license and guilty of prostitution, or described as a prostitute 
offering their services under the guise of massage therapy, rather than describing 
such a person as an illicit massage therapist), history of AMTA, and FAMT locator 
information that could be sent by chapters to the creators and publishers of negative 
or insensitive content so that it may reduce the future occurrence of such content, 

 

● Access to such an approved kit would allow chapters ability to respond immediately 
and directly to the authors and publishers of content offensive and potentially 
harmful to therapists, 

 

● Such a kit could be distributed electronically, the initial financial impact would be 
minimal, limited to design fees and initial labor expense of posting to intranet and 
distribution to chapter leadership, 

 



Therefore be it resolved that the House of Delegates recommends to the National Board of 
Directors that the Board commission the creation of a model journalist/media education kit 
for chapter use. 
 


