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 EAST CENTRAL INDIANA SPECIAL SERVICES

107 S. Layman St., Suite A ( Liberty, IN 47353

765-458-0263 ( 888-219-0004 (Toll Free) ( 765-458-0356 (Fax) 

The educational services provider for students of unique needs in Franklin, Union

Western Wayne & Northeastern Wayne Counties

AUTISM SPECTRUM DISORDER
ELIGIBILITY CHECKLIST
	Student
	
	DOB
	

	School
	
	Grade
	

	Date
	
	
	


EXCLUSIONARY FACTORS
THE STUDENT’S LEARNING DIFFICULTIES ARE PRIMARILY THE RESULT OF:

	A cognitive disability
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Blindness or low vision
	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	An emotional disability 
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Deaf-blindness
	 FORMCHECKBOX 



If any of the aforementioned exclusionary factors are selected, the student is NOT eligible for special education as a student with an autism spectrum disorder unless the characteristics of autism spectrum disorder are demonstrated to a greater degree than is normally attributed to these disabilities. 
EVALUATION

The multidisciplinary team’s educational evaluation included the following components:

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Assessment of current academic achievement.

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Assessment of functional skills or adaptive behavior across various environments from multiple sources.

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Assessment of receptive, expressive, pragmatic, and social communication skills (norm-referenced or appropriate criterion-referenced alternative).

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Assessment of motor skills and sensory responses.

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Social and developmental history. 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Systematic observation of the student across various environments.

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Any other assessments or information necessary to inform the Case Conference Committee.


The aforementioned evaluation procedures must be completed for a student to be considered eligible for special education as a student with an autism spectrum disorder. 
ELIGIBILITY 
In accordance with Indiana’s Special Education Rules, Title 511 Article 7 (effective August 13, 2008), and the Diagnostic and Statistical Manual of Mental Disorders – Fifth Edition [DSM5], (2013) (published by the American Psychiatric Association) autism spectrum disorder (ASD) is a lifelong developmental disability with essential features of impairment in reciprocal social communication and social interaction, and restricted/repetitive patterns of behavior/interests/ activities. Article 7 notes that the disability is generally evident before three (3) years of age and significantly affects verbal, nonverbal, or pragmatic communication and social interaction skills and results in an adverse effect on the student's educational performance.  Other characteristics often associated with ASD include the following: (1) engagement in: (a) repetitive activities; and (b) stereotyped movements; (2) resistance to: (a) environmental change, or (b) change in daily routine; (3) unusual responses to sensory experiences.
Does the student meet the criteria below (A, B, C, and D) for ASD as contained in the DSM5, which is the current version of the American Psychiatric Association's Diagnostic and Statistical Manual of Mental Disorders (2013)?
A. Persistent deficits in social communication and social interaction across multiple contexts, as manifested by the following, currently or by history:
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Deficits in social-emotional reciprocity (such as failure of normal back-and-forth conversation; reduced sharing of interests, emotions, or affect; failure to initiate or respond to social interactions).

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Deficits in nonverbal communicative behaviors used for social interaction (such as poorly integrated verbal and nonverbal communication; abnormalities in eye contact, body language, and gestures; lack of facial expressions and nonverbal communication).

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Deficits in developing, maintaining and understanding relationships (such as difficulty adjusting behavior to suit various social contexts, difficulty sharing imaginative play or in making friends, absence of interest in peers).


B. Restricted, repetitive patterns of behavior, interests or activities, as manifested by at least two of the following, currently or by history:
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Stereotyped or repetitive motor movements, use of objects, or speech (such as simple motor stereotypes, lining up toys or flipping objects, echolalia, idiosyncratic phrases). 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Insistence on sameness, inflexible adherence to routines, or ritualized patterns of verbal or non-verbal behavior (such as extreme distress at small changes, difficulties with transitions, rigid thinking patterns, greeting rituals, need to take same route or eat same food every day). 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Highly restricted, fixated interests that are abnormal in intensity or focus (such as strong attachment to or preoccupation with unusual objects, excessively circumscribed or perseverative interests). 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Hyper- or hyporeactivity to sensory input or unusual interest in sensory aspects of the environment (such as apparent indifference to pain/temperature, adverse response to specific sounds or textures, excessive smelling or touching of objects, visual fascination with lights or movement).


C. Early Symptoms
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes   FORMCHECKBOX 
 No
	Were symptoms present in the early developmental period (but may not have become fully manifest until social demands exceeded limited capacities or may be masked by learned strategies in later life). 


D. Clinically Significant Impairment. 
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes   FORMCHECKBOX 
 No
	Do symptoms cause clinically significant impairment in social, occupational, or other important areas of current functioning? 


	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes  

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 No
	Do characteristic(s) adversely affect educational performance? 

How so? _______________________________________________________




DETERMINATION
The case conference committee determined the student meets the above criteria and is eligible for special education services under the category autism spectrum disorder. 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes  


 FORMCHECKBOX 
 No
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