Legislative session

Stay

information

Connected

The Indiana General
Assembly (IGA) convenes in
mid-November for Organization Day.

Call toll-free

The IGA reconvenes for a long session
in even-numbered years and a short
session in odd-numbered years.

Long legislative sessions must adjourn
by April 29, and short sessions must
adjourn by March 14.

A GUIDE TO YOUR

State Legislature

800-382-9467
Go online

IndianaSenateRepublicans.com

Send a letter
Special sessions may be called
by the governor.

Between sessions, legislators
participate in interim study
committees where they develop
legislative proposals for the
following year.

Indiana Statehouse
200 W. Washington St.
Indianapolis, IN 46204
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How a bill becomes a law

A law begins with an idea from
legislators or citizens.
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COMMITTEE

The committee studies the bill and hears public
testimony. The committee members can vote to amend
the bill in committee. If approved, the bill goes to the
full chamber for consideration.
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2

PROPOSAL

SECOND CHAMBER

The bill repeats the entire process in the second
chamber. If the bill passes with no changes made by the
second chamber, the bill goes to the governor
for consideration.

The idea is written in legal form by the
Legislative Services Agency.
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3

BILL DRAFT

The bill is introduced in the House of
Representatives or the Senate, then sent to a
committee.
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SECOND READING

Any member of the chamber can suggest a change, or
amendment, to the bill. An amendment must pass by
majority vote of the full chamber to change the bill.

8 CONCURRENCE OR
CONFERENCE COMMITTEE

If the second chamber amends the bill:
1) The first chamber can concur, sending the bill to the
governor; or
2) It can dissent, sending the bill to a conference
committee. If the committee’s compromise is passed by
both chambers, the bill goes to the governor.

FIRST READING

THIRD READING

The bill will continue through the legislative process
if the bill passes with a majority of members in
the first chamber voting yea.
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GOVERNOR’S ACTION

The governor may sign a bill, veto it or let it
become law without his signature.
Vetoed bills may still become law if the veto is
overridden by a majority vote in both the
Senate and the House of Representatives.

