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Work underway on $15.2 million water plant

By BECKY KILLIAN = = . 5 .
HME:&A:&Lr:-:q

Heavy equipment opera-
tors moved dirt and survey-
ors measured the ground
as officials held a ceremony
marking the start of con-
struction on the new Salem
water plant.

The symbolic ground-
breaking ceremony, held
Monday, June 3, was
attended by more than 30
people including local, state,
and federal officials.

Salem Mayor Troy Merry
credited a partnership that *
consolidated. ideas gleaned
from many “brilliant minds™
for the project, which will
update the city's S1-year-old : ; RN
Lake John Hay Water Treat- . . body working together to get Houchin (R-Dis. 47) as well
bt i A symbolic groundbrealking ceremany vias held Monday fr the prject. Shown from et are Car- u,k’;,mjm ol L Cawﬁﬁmm -,7,)4, Hol-

“I'would like to p lly gressmanTrey Troy Meny, S on Cour Merry also thanked State lingsworth (R-Dis. 9).
thank you for the k" Salem Clerk-T Sally Hattabaugh, Indizna Bond Bank Executive Director Mark Wuellner, and Ry, Steve Davisson (R-Dis.

Merry said “It took every- USDA Rural Development Souths Director Craig McGowan. 73) and State Senator Erin  Sea WATER PLANT - Paga A6

ST Photas by Becky Killan
The ceremonial groundbreaking for the City of Salem’s $15.2
1 million water plant project was held against a backdrop of
* bustling activity. Heavy equipment operators were moving earth
. and warkers were marking the ground while officials lauded
the project to update the aged facility.

Pursuit
ends in
arrest,
numerous
charges

By STEPHANIE TAYLOR FERRIELL
Leader-Democrat Editor
sta3haziedsslenterder.com

A May 28th incident involved the
sheriff's son being followed, an unlis-

FOR LIFE

Cancer sunvivor Ay 6h“‘: Staff Phatos by Kate Wehlann Whitne, cened driver who said she refused
speaks about her expers Krystal Dixon batled uterine cancer after years of  out the miy..f'::- Reckelhoff, 2, checy, 1 stop tor
\with barling colon € undiagnosed symptoms and she urges people to advo-  tables. one of the Relay team law enforce-
cate for themselves when they feel something may be ment because
wrong. she was bein,

threatened an,
shots  being

fired  from |
.« o a C02 pow- |
spirit o e i |
The _pussuit,
in which the
fleeing driver

reached speeds
of 80 mph,
By KATE WEHLANN funds for research and for the She learned the hard way not send her to a specialist. She went ended in less
S Dewscrit S Vriter benefit of cancer fighters in the having health insurance could to the Norton Cancer Instilute than half an
uedssnbasiesn community, and to support and have that effect. in Louisville where finally, she hour with a |
Parlicipants at Relay For Life celebrate cancer fighters and  “When you don’t have insur- received an answer, but it didn’t ‘male subject in
have a vision. They dream of a  their caregivers. ance, they're going to do as little provide much relief. the car jump-
world in the future where cancer To support and celebrate peo-  as they can for you,” she said. Stage 3 uterine cancer. At only ing out and
is a thing of the past. ple like Krystal Dixon. Dixon said her periods could 27 years old. running into
There were some big changes * For two or three years, her last wecks at a time and she  She was overwhelmed and the woods.
for Relay For Life this year. For menstrual cycks were irregular, became anemic. She would pass  scared, but Dixon threw herself Jacob E.
the first year, it was hosted out- heavy and unusually uncomfort- out at work from the pain. She into her fight. She had a biopsy Hollen, 24,
side of Salem, at West Wash- able.” She first noticed irregular endured several miscarriages and and began treatments as soon as 2449 Nolan
ington’s football field. Instead of periods when she was 13 and her still, doctors didn’t investigate she could. She started with pills Dr., Salem, was
being held overnight, it started mother took her to the gynocolo-  the cause. It was pain on top of and then Lupron shots, but her identifed as that man.
Saturday morning and ended gist, who gave her birth control pain on top of devastation. body rejected them. Throughout He was later located, arrested and
Saturday night (with fireworks). pills to attempt to regulate her ~ In 2015, after a normal pap 2016, she endured four surgeries. charged with arson, auto theft, crimi-
The mission, however, remained  cycle but it didn’t work and no smear, she wasat a loss for a solu- nal mischief (loss of at least $750, but
the same — give hope, raise further investigation was done. tion and she begged her doctor to See ASPIRIT OF HOPE - Page A6 less than $50,000), theft (loss of at least

$750, but less than $50,000; pmpen?'
is a firearm or subject has a prior theft
or criminal conversion charge), unau-
thorized entry of a motor vehicle in
commission of a crime, intimidation
witha deadly weapon and resisting law
enforcement

Hollen’s aunt, Jennifer R. Robin-
son, 38, 3602 W. ML Zion Rd, Salem,
was identified as the driver. She was
charged with felany charges of operat-
ing a motor vehicle as an habitual traf-
fic violator and resisting law enforce-
ment using a vehicle. The report says
she is currently on probation.

Sheriff Brent Miller wrote in his
report that he was standing in his yard
when his son pulled in just before 11:30
pm. A vehicle behind him stopped
and someone started yelling from the
car. When Miller yelled “Hey,” the
vehicle pulled away. Miller followed
the car, which had false and ficitious
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Staff Photo by Kate Webdaan

Photos of survivars are displayed on the fence near the survivor lounge at Relay For Life on Saturday.

A spirit of HOPE

She did everything she could
to avaid having to make a
choice between two options:
trying chemotherapy and
radiation and risking not sur-
viving in spite of them, or 4
full hysterectomy. The cancer
hadn’t spread past her repro-
ductive system. A hysterec-
tomy was her best chance.
That didn’t mean it was easy
and it ook two or three
weeks to make her choice
She went forward with the
hysterectomy.

It was a hard decision
to make,” she said. “Either
way. I wouldn't be able to
have kids ... I felt like my life
had ended. For me and mast
women, one thing you look
forward to is having chil-
dren and finding out that's
not going to happen for you
and your world just staps. If
Kuu're with somebody, you

ave fo tell that person. I
went through a depression
with it [ didn’t know if my
hushand would leave me
because I couldn’t give him
kids. It just suchks™

Her husband, Kentreal,
was devastated as well at the
news.

“We wanted to start our
family,” said Dixon. "We
have Ivy [almost 10, Kentre-
al's daughter from a previous
rclationship] and she's sucha
blessing and 1 thank God for
her every day, butit’s nothing
tike your own. It was hard to

get through.”
Following the hyster-
ectomy, doctors  declared

Divon cancer-free and she
began her recovery. It took
thres months to recover from
the hysterectomy and she
was ahle to continue with her
life, free from the pain she
endured every month during
her periads.

“It felt like 1 yeas in a new
body,” she said. “It really did.
T had the pain from the sur-
gery, but the cramping I used
16 have was gone. To be pain-
free was the best decision |
made”

She entered her fight
flanked by her support sys-
term and they remained by
her side as she made her way
back to health — her mother,
her hushand and daugher,
and others who never gave
up and kept her going.

“They were there when-
ever I needed them and let
me know everything was
going to be OK,™ ssid Divon.
My Grandma Jean was there
for me the whole way, my
Aunt Donna. T always knew T
had somebody I could turm to
and talk to.”

The type of cancer Dixon
had wasn’t new to her family.
Her Aunt Donna had also

“I've met so many people here | just

treasure.”

-Stacey Gilbert

experienced a brush with it,
while it was in early, precan-
cerous stages.

Dixon was familiar with
Relay For Life. Her grand-
mother was good friends
with De Davis, one of the
event organizers, 5o she had
bBeen 1o a few of the events.
Surviving cancer hersell
made her much more active
in Relay. This year, she was
ane of three wamen carrying
the surviver lap banner.

“It's overwhelming 1o s¢e
there's people who actually
do care and who take time
cut of their lives to come and
donate and just be there for
one another,” she said, “Peo-
ple who have been where you
are will understand you bet-
ter than your closest family
member ever will.”

Dixon said after battling
cancer, she pays closer atten-
tion te what's happening in
her bady and is more willing
to advocate for herself an
her loved ones and encour-
ages others to do the same.

“Hf you think somethin
is wrong, speak up,” she said.
“Don’t just take the doc-
tor's word for it, My situa-
tion could have been handled
years ago. If you thiok seme-
thing is wrong, voice your
opinion. Please. Always geta
second opinion.®

Being a part of the Can-
cer Club is terrible and dev-
astating and sbsolutely no
ane wants to join. That's
why Relay organizers want
to replace it with something
better — The R:Ia?' Farnily,

“We work really hard for
this to be like a family,” said
organizer Stacey Gilbert. “It's
a Relay Family and T really
like that. I liked it in a way
when it's just our Relay fam-
ily and it was more intimate
atfisst.”

“The dynamic has
changed and the speaker at
the survivor dinner [Delbert
Wray} hit the nail on the
head when they said, ‘Once
you're touched by cancer,
whether it's you or a loved
one, everyone touched by
cancer becomes a family,”
said Stacey’s cousin and fel-
low organizer, Brad Gilbert
It's not about genetics. I's
about suppotting ¢ach other
and caring about each other
and that Aighting spirit.”

Brad said, becaus¢ of can-
cer’s unforiunate indescrimi-
nate nature, events like Relay
hring people together who

would have never atherwise
met or ever interacted. “You
might meet and think you
don’t have much in comman,
but then you realize you have
so much in common,™ he
said.

“I've met so many people
hiere 1just treasure,” said Sta-
cey. “Dana Nicholson was
one of them. She was such
3 Blessing to my Jife. She's
one of my heroes. She passed
away — beat cancer and had
a heart attack. God needed
her.”

Big changes have hap-
pened at Relay this year,
including a change in venue
from Salem to Campbells-
burg. Brad said Nicholson,
who passed away right before
the 2018 Relay For Life, is
“on our side up there. She
always wanted it to be at West
Washington —" he said.

“And here we are,” said
Stacey.

The final lap 1o close the
event was dedicated to Nich-
olson’s memory.

“IU's been great as far as
teams,” said organizer Stacey.
<.t our first year. We're
staying positive. This is our
maiden voyage ... Change is
the only constant.”

*1t's previously been more
of an evening thing.” said
Brad. “Looking around the
track, it is mainly teams, but
there are a lot of people here.
ft was great 1o see, for our
Kickoff this morning, a lot of
folks and their team pride.”

Another change is switch-
ing from it being an over-
night event to just one day.

“When you think about it,
you walk all night, through
that darkness, and then the
murning comes and you've
survived,® said Stacey. “You
get that extra oomph to push
you on”

“We still have that with
our one-day event,” said

Brad “Iis hat and you're
struggling 16 get through
and you're pushing on and

we have the dedication cer-
emony to bring everybody
back up and focus on hope
... Everyone's going 10 leave
here smiling and happy.
The struggles can wait until
tomorrow, We need a day
where everyone focuses on
happiness and our mission
and when you lock around
the track and you have the
survivors and the caretak-
ers and the people who may
not ever have been touched

Heaven Sent Gifts, 85 Westside Square during
Waters Ministres, 719 W. Mubenry St, Salem on Wednesday, June §, unt? 6:36 pm

&z MeKeumeeys Tre Coneent 8
Saturday, June 8

at Salem Middle School Auditorium
500 N. Harrison St., Salem
' ' Doors Open: 4:30 pm
Concert: 6 pm

Local Talent
Opening Concert:

The. Powdsns

Tickets: $12.50 Advance

$13.00 at Door
(limited number)

Tickets available at

For more info call

Ed 615-947-5330, Jon 812-535-8527 or Pastor Dennis 812-569-2003
\ Event sponsors: Rivers of Living Waters Mnistries, Salsm and Colins Funeral Home, Scottsburg /

normal business hours or at Rivers of Living

by cancer and don't want
anyone they love touched
by cancer and that's why e
Relay. Every face you see,
year to year fo year, has a
success story.”

Brad s1id no team, how-
ever small, is fumed away.

“Small teams may not
think they can make an
smpact, but every dolfac mat-
ters and come make a big
inipact just by sefting an
exsmple and their belief that
two or three people can make
a difference, and they do,”
he said. “That's an amazing
thing ... l‘f.lLl?ve for pccplc:s

CONTIRUED FROM PAGE A-Y

Salem Common Council
President Justin Green said
the project will increase the
plant’s copacity, quality, and
relisbility ~ which will help
spur economic development,
houting, and business devel-
opment.

“Thisis a great day, some-
thing we should all be proud
of,” Green said.

The construction portion
of the project was awsrded to
Mitchell & Stark Construc-
tion Company during a spe-
cial called ciq}', :ounciizl mz:t-
ing in April. The company
bid $10 million and construc-
tion is expected to take about
20 months.

The entire project cost is
$15.2 million. Merry said the
city refinanced $1.9 million
and received a two percent
40-year-loan from the United
States Department of Agri-
culture to pay for the work

Meery thanked the water
atility's customers for under-
standing the need to imple-
ment a rate increase to help
pay for the project.

Water  customiers  saw
their monthly bills increase
from about $12 to $19, with
Mersy noting that amount
is still far below that of other
communities.

“Our residents are equal
partners in this initiative,
and we are grateful for their
buy-in and appreciation for
the need to rebuild our aging

¥ ... Water plant

plant and make it current
and modern for the benefit
of the city and the county as
awhole,” Merry said

The plant is designed to
pump 3 million gallons of
water a day to more thas
17,000 customers, Grean
sai

A special town hall meet-
ing was held in February
2017 to share the resulls of
a water study conducted by
Wesler Enginecring. Offi-
cials and the public swere
told the equipment used to
treat and deliver water had
aged well beyond its usable
lifespan. Also, the system’s
equipment and  structures
were corroded, suffered elec-
trical problems and tacked
security.

It was also noted the
plant used Windows 95 as
ils operating system and that
about 32 percent of the water
pumped fram the lake is lost
due cither 16 leaks or meter
issues.

Fifty years is consid-
ered the useful life for most
water treatment equipment.
Although buildings can be
expected to last about 75
years, the computer software
requires updates about every
10 years

4 Diabetes Support
Group meets ac 1 pam
the second Tuesday

of each month st

St Vincent Safem
Hosplals eafeteria.

kids, 2
kids to never have to face o
hear the word ‘cancer.”™

Bath Gilberts thanked
West  Washington  and
Superintendent Keith Nance
for their support. Brad said
he was pleasantly surprised
to asrive at the football field
that morning to see a large,
purple ribbon painted in the
middle of the field for the
occasion. The fireworks that
dosed the event were aka
Nance's idea, they said. They
thanked Hannah Ledger-
swood and Heather Knapp for
their hard work on creating
playlists for music and serv-
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ing as DJs throughout the day
o keep people motivated as
(hcy walked the track.

The thought first crosses
your mind that this under-
taking is going to be impos-
sible,” said Brad “Every
meeting and every time we
talk about things, and far
every time one door has
been closed, five have opened
and every year, we're adding
more peaple 1o the leadership
team and the more people get
invalved, the more we grow.”

You can find out how to
join the leadership team by
visiting "Washington County
Relay For Life™ on Facehaok.

Last year, the Washington
County Relay For Life was
ranked 12th out of 92 Indi-
ana counties. This year, their

oal was to he ranked among
the top 10,

“No matter what e raise,
we'll be successful” he said,
“It's money the American
Cancer Society didn't have
before™

While some of the muney
raised goes to cancer research,
some of it stays right here,
to hdp cancer paticnts get
to appointments and treat-
ments and otherwise finan-
cially support those fighting
cancer.

Fundraising will continue
until July 31, so organiz-
ers said they aren’t ready to
release the amount rafsed by
the event. They will announce
their total and find out their
state-wide ranking in August.

Randol 0. Woolb
www.drwoo

214 £. McClain,

752-5555 or 1-800-652-7745

Get ready for a great
summer with a visit
to Dr. Woolbright!

right, Jr., D.D.S.
Ibright.com
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