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Dear Johnson County residents, August 31, 2026

For nearly 40 years, the White River Branch has been a place where children discovered the joy of reading,
students found a place to learn, neighbors connected, and lifelong learners explored new ideas. Since the
branch opened in 1987, the community it serves has changed dramatically—White River Township’s
population has doubled, and the building’s aging infrastructure no longer meets the needs of the
residents who use it every day.

The proposed renovation and modest expansion will address critical building systems and infrastructure
needs, including aging mechanical, electrical and plumbing systems, along with deteriorating building
components. The project will also improve safety and accessibility, address traffic flow and parking and
create thoughtfully designed spaces for children, teens, families and adults. This is not simply an update
to the building—it is an investment in maintaining and modernizing an essential public facility for the
future.

As your Library Director, | believe we have a responsibility to care for the public resources entrusted to us
while planning wisely for the future. That is why the Johnson County Public Library Board of Trustees has
approved moving forward with this long-planned investment.

You may be wondering why we are moving forward now, particularly as changes to state law have
created uncertainty about library funding. The answer is simple; this is the right time to make a long-
planned investment in our community.

e The Library has been preparing for this project since 2023 and has saved $6 million toward the
cost.

e Delaying the project would not eliminate these needs. The building systems will continue to age,
repairs will become more costly, construction costs will rise, and our growing community will
continue to need safe, accessible and reliable library spaces. Moving forward now allows us to
address these needs while a responsible financing plan is in place.

¢ How can we fund the project without increasing taxes? If approved by the Johnson County
Council, the Library would replace its current bond as the existing debt for the Clark Pleasant
Branch is paid off. This allows the project to move forward within the Library’s current budget.

This fall, we invite you to attend a public meeting to learn more about the proposed renovation and
expansion. Visit www.PageAfterPage.org/WRB-plans for project information and meeting dates.

JCPL has always been more than its buildings. It is the people who use them, the staff who serve them,
and the communities that grow around them. This project is an investment in all of those things, helping
to ensure the White River Branch continues to serve our community for generations to come.
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Attend a Meeting to Learn More
Tue « Sep. 22 « 6 p.m. « Clark Pleasant Branch - Spec. Board Meeting - 1st Preliminary Determination Hearing
Thu « Sep. 24 « 2 p.m. » White River Branch - Public information meeting on the White River Branch project
Lisa Lint Sun « Sep. 27 « 2 p.m. - White River Branch - Public information meeting on the White River Branch project
!Sa n n'er Tue - Oct 20 - 5 p.m. - Library Services Center - Board Meeting and 2" Preliminary Determination Hearing
Library Director
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