
About IRSCN

The Indiana Rural Schools 
Clinic Network (IRSCN) is a 
newly created collaborative 

partnership between the Indiana Rural 
Health Association, Rural Indiana Schools, 
Rural Healthcare Providers and Managed 
Care Entities. The mission of the IRSCN 
is to improve children’s health in rural 
communities by improving access to care 
and removing barriers through planning 
and implementing school-based telehealth 
clinics. In September 2016, the IRHA was 
awarded a HRSA grant that provided the 
ability to fund telehealth equipment to 
participating IRSCN Schools.
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Southwest Jefferson County 
School Corporation,  

 
 

in partnership with  
Southern Indiana Rural Health 
Clinic,  
Indiana Rural Health  
Association   
is excited to announce the opening 

of a school-based telehealth clinic 

for the students of Southwest 

Jefferson. 

 

 

Your child will now have the 
opportunity to be seen by a licensed 
healthcare provider without having 
to leave school. Physical and 
behavioral health services will 
 
be offered. 

See the doctor at 
school, anytime.  
The school nurse simply examines 
your ill child during school with the 
doctor using video conferencing 
and special equipment.  
No insurance? 

No worries.  
It’s great if you have insurance, but 
even if you don’t, we will help make 
care for your child available. 

 
Your child doesn’t 
miss class.  
Imagine how easy life will be when 
your child gets medical attention 
without leaving school. 

 
And you don’t 
miss work!  
You’ve got enough to worry about at 
work. Save the travel time and the days 
off it takes to care for your sick child. 

 
 
 
INSURANCE  
Services provided at the school-based telehealth 
clinic will be billed to your insurance company. If 
you do not have insurance, services will be 
provided on a sliding scale fee based  
on income. No student will be denied services 
because of the inability to pay. If you lack health 
insurance, your child may be eligible for 
coverage. For questions about insurance or for 
help applying, contact Covering Kids and  
Families of Scott County at 1-812-752-7365. 

 

Caring for your 
child’s health 
just got easier. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

    Get great medical          
 care right at school! 
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    Get great medical          
 care right at school! 

See the doctor  
(or licensed professional)  
at school, anytime!
The school nurse initiates an 
examination of children with symptoms 
or injuries together with a doctor or 
licensed practitioner using secure 
videoconferencing and special sensing 
equipment.

No insurance?
No worries.
Insured children are always a major 
plus, but options are available for 
healthcare to non-insured children.  
No child is denied healthcare because 
of an inability to pay.

Children don’t  
miss class.
Treatment of minor injuries or 
infections in school means children 
don’t have to leave school for an 
examination.

Parents and 
guardians don’t  
have to interrupt   
or miss work!
In-school treatment means no parent 
or guardian has to leave work.

Transforming 
Healthcare Delivery  

to Children in  
Schools



Introducing the Indiana Rural Schools Clinic Network (IRSCN)

What is Telehealth?
Telehealth is the use of technology to deliver 
healthcare, health information or health education 
at a distance. Telehealth, also called telemedicine, 
allows health care professionals to evaluate, 
diagnose and treat patients in remote locations 
using telecommunications technology. The patient 
has a “virtual office visit” with the provider via 
secure and confidential channels through the use 
of computer cameras, telehealth equipment  
and speakers.

How does it work?
Care is delivered in the school setting through 
a telehealth connection between the healthcare 
provider and the school nurse or school personnel. 
Telehealth equipment includes a full exam 
camera, telemedicine-enabled stethoscopes and 
otoscopes, and videoconference. School-based 
telehealth services are utilized for acute illnesses 
and management of ongoing chronic diseases.

The provider examines the patient through high- 
definition visual and audio equipment with the 
assistance of the school nurse/personnel and is able 
to identify a treatment plan and prescribe medication 
if needed. Parental consent is given beforehand, and 
parents/guardians are always invited to participate 
in the appointment. Follow-up notes are sent to the 
child’s primary care provider for their records and 
further coordination of care. Fees are billed directly 
to insurance providers (consent form must be on 
file), similar to how services would be billed in a 
doctor’s office.

What if my child  
already has a doctor?
That’s great! This program does not replace your 
child’s primary care provider. The clinic is meant to 
supplement the care your child receives. The school 
clinic provides accessible, same-day appointments 
for children, so they can spend less time at the 
doctor’s office and more time in the classroom. 
Common illnesses like the flu, strep, ear infections, 

pink eye, and lice can all be diagnosed while at 
school; and a prescription can be ready for pick up 
on the way home. Your child’s doctor will be notified 
of the visit as well, so you can do a follow-up 
appointment if necessary.

Family Benefits  
and Advantages 
•  Fewer missed school days for students and  

missed work days for parents
•  Prescriptions can be sent to a local pharmacy  

for later pick up by parents
•  Removes transportation barriers
•  Faster access to primary care
•  Decrease in emergency room visits
•  Improved management of chronic diseases
•  Improve academic performance
•  Improved continuity of care
•  Increase in behavioral health assessments
•  Children get healthier faster!

 

Southwest Jefferson School-Based Telehealth Clinic 
 

Healthier Kids Make Better Students 

 
WHAT IS THE TELEHEALTH CLINIC?  
The telehealth clinic gives your child the 
opportunity to be seen by a licensed healthcare 
provider without having to leave the school. 
 
A list of services offered by the telehealth clinic 
is listed below. You do not have to be present 
for your child to be seen; however, a consent 
form must be signed by you in order for any 
services to be rendered. 
 
• Diagnoses and treatment for acute 

illnesses and minor injuries such as strep 
throat, ear infections, rash, and influenza. 

 
• Limited laboratory testing 
 
• Behavioral health services and referrals 
 
During a telehealth clinic visit, a student can be 
screened, examined, diagnosed, treated, and 
monitored. Special equipment gives the medical 
provider the ability to examine the student’s ears, 
eyes, nose, throat, lungs, skin, etc. 
 
Assisted by the school nurse, a student can be 
seen for the following concerns: cuts/abrasions, 
rashes, pink eye, coughs/colds, strep throat, 
earaches and/or flu-like symptoms. 
 
A pediatric doctor is available via telemedicine. 
Using this innovative technology, the provider 
can see clearer images at a higher resolution 
than the naked eye. 

 
ADVANTAGES OF USING THE  
TELEHEALTH CLINIC:  
• Fees are billed directly to your insurance 

provider, just as if your student had been 
seen at the doctor’s office. 

 
• Improved detection and management of 

chronic diseases like asthma and diabetes. 
 
• With permission, a student can be seen 

without parents having to leave work. 
 
• Prescriptions can be sent to a pharmacy 

and can be ready for pick up when you get 
out of work. 

 
• Your child will not have to leave school to 

see a doctor. The telehealth clinic will be 
able to reduce the amount of time spent 
out of the classroom, resulting in better  
school outcomes. Healthier kids make better 
students. 

 
• Fewer emergency room visits, meaning 

greater cost savings and less out-of-pocket 
expenses. 

 
SOUTHERN INDIANA RURAL HEALTH 

CLINIC PROVIDERS 

 
 

When your child goes to the school 
administrator, she will decide if linking into a 
provider is necessary. If so, students will be 
seen by one of the following providers.  

Nancy Thomas, is a skilled 
Family Nurse Practitioner 
who resides with her family in 
Scott County. She received 
her certification and Master’s 
Degree from the University of 
Louisville. She has worked in 
various healthcare settings 
including medical offices, 
hospice, and endoscopy.  

Tara Pearcy is a certified 
Family Nurse Practitioner. She 
now holds a Master’s of 
Science in Nurse degree with a 
dual certification in Family 
Health/Primary Care and 
Women’s Health. Tara grew up 
in Scottsburg graduating in 
2004 and specializes in 

women’s 
health. 
Mark Bostic, a Scottsburg 
native, a veteran of the US 
Army, and served two tours in 
Kuwait during Desert Storm 
and Desert Shield. Mark 
received a Bachelor’s Degree 
from Indiana University in 1998 
and a Master of Science in 
Physician Assistant Medicine 

from the University of Kentucky in 2007. He 
enjoys treating all primary care and internal 
medicine conditions. 

 
Available Monday thru Friday, 8 a.m. - 3 p.m.  

Visit: http://www.swjcs.k12.in.us           Call: 812-866-6250 


